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GAEITALISH

- Capitalism is the act of joined skilled workers to the
means of production to create useful work.

- The value produced by this work can be split
between the Capitalist who owns the tool and the
worker who can use the tool.

- There is, of course, a word for a worker who owns
both skills and their tools — perhaps a collective of
workers who own tools communally - Communist.

- Marx wisely pointed out that the relationship
between Capitalist and Worker is rarely fair as the
Capitalist already has enough money to ensure that
the worker is in a much weaker position in a
disupute. At least individually.

- Labour disputes are inconvienient to the Capitalist.
Wouldn't it be better if the workers just did what the
Capitalist wanted?
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- Cory Doctorow points out that Al is
an expensive tool that doesn't require
a skilled user.

- In other words, it is a means for a
Capitalist to gain access to the skills
they don’t have while denying
workers the jobs the Capitalist
doesn’t want to pay them for.

- These skills were often gained by
stealing them from workers without
permission or compensation.

- And we're already seeing entry-
level jobs disappear which begs the
question of how do new workers gain
the skills to get to the mid-level jobs
the Al can’t do?
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What are WEiEReEiiEs,
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WHATEHERARENIRES

- We need to understand that th&ig!
are different kinds of
data centres.

- Politicians and lobbyists have
been conflating them - perhaps
deliberately.

- Three very broad types

- Data Storage Centres

- Data Servers

- Al Hyperscalers
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- Think about the kind of data we
to store securely but only access
occasionally.

- NHS Patient records, National
archives.

- Often stored “in house”, but too often
stored “in the cloud” which might
mean not even in Scotland.

- In any case, may be high security but
fairly low demand.

- We'll come back to digital
sovereignty later.
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- Data that may be accessed frequenis} S SR N, G S
from anywhere - often public-facing. © 5 oS 6{@%‘1 Unic
@ % = we®
g Ctorb sl (Coffan {4'&' — & s
- Government websites (or any others). "fH ) 55 A T =
— ® FIRST HILL 2 5 |
- The Scottish Government’s website Seattle Aquarium(@) % (@) Seattle ArtiMuseum Fa- E Cherry St
gov.scot is stored on a server owned by e Q?fi;
. . Argosy Cruises & =
Amazon - That server is physically S e ‘ ’ 5
located in Seattle, USA. 3, %
. % O
- This, too, could be construed as a RIONEER SQUARE E Yesler Wy
security risk. g
i S Jackson 5t 5 Jackson St
- (Common Weal’s website is physically 00 B Uwajimaya Seattle
located in Singapore). Lumen{Field (€D
Soogle
—~ Keyboard shortc
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Hypenon Data Center
,over Manhattan

- These are the things currently in the
news.

- Massive (as in “size of Manhattan”
massive in some instances) and extremely
power hungry

- The amount currently applying for
planning permission in Scotland would more
than double current electricity use.

- It's an unprecedented scale of digital
industrialisation

- And it’s a total wild-west when it comes to
planning
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IHEAIBUBHLE

/" Hardware or Software - Investment  Services . Venture Capital

= The AI BUbble iS the |argeSt teCh Circles sized by market value
bubble in history — already far larger Mirosoft
than the dot.com bubble of the 2000s. Ambience e
- It's having major impacts on everything AT
else that relies on computers - chip ( $500 \
manufacturers are all in on Al :
OpenAl to d’ep__k:';;' Nvi%liq agrees
. . 6 gigawatts of AMD to invest up to
- The companies are heavily cross- GPUS. AMD gives ‘
. OpenAl option to buy
invested too. up t0 160 milion shares.
e e OPenAlinkea
- It is heavily suspected that the USA is ¢ G 5 A doal th Oracte |
experiencing a recession right now, s Ve

except for Al boosting their numbers. - of billons o

- And they still want more.
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WHYSUMANYRIATAGENTRES

- The term is “compute”. Als have been
getting more capable in terms of how much
one chip’s worth can perform, but really the
gains have been in brute force.

Ll APRS's map of proposed Data Centres in Scotland
1' This map was made with Google My Maps. Create your own.
= KIFKWall

- Simply: More compute equals more Al.

- So if they want to 10x their Al, they need
10x more data centres. SEloin
=lnverness

1Portree

- Worse though, things are moving too fast.
GPUs are bein% bought and are sitting in
warehouses. They will be obsolete before
the centre they are designed for it built.
They CANNOT be used elsewhere like in
home PCs - too specialised.

“SCOTLAND {#Aberdeen

HeEpripDES

- The dot.com bubble left us legacies like
trunks of optical fibre that could be
repurposed for high speed domestic
internet. It’s not clear If the ruins of the Al
bubble will leave us anything useful.

@mtEd . Newcastle

Kingdom upon|Tyne

'Slig°-\“;’\.u_ Isle of Man e

o gle!MyMaps

Terms  100km L | 3KG{E2009) Google imagery E2026 NASA | Terms

COMMON WEAL

A




Revenue

Company ® Total spend on AI @ Total revenue from AI
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Do you have a spare couple of hours
on the 2nd Monday of each month
between 11.30am - 2.30pm?

ea Dance

Fun VEARS? 1 is looking for some new volunteers.
; i o
Lyl S RING A Support is requlred for
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WEALTH EXTRACTION FROM WORLD BANK|
NCOME REGIONS COMPARED 10 SCOTLAND

Countries that
import wealth

Countries that
export wealth
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Source: Scottish Government
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- Simultaneously, we shouldn’t simply S G PO coutile A 2 L
X . Seattle Aauarium Seattle ArtdiMuseum . E Cherry 5t
play host to the companies that exploit 7, Y
us. Argosy Cruises T’%\. (:}7”54
SeattleWaterfront ’ o
- Be wary of ScotGov’s new power to put % é”%
large centre proposals to Ministers - it .- % >/
has been used to approve foreign-owned S RN R Efesleriy
renewables over community objections. 2
i S Jackson 5t 5 Jackson St
- If we must have data centres, insist on 0.0 (@) Uwajimaya Seattle
proper regulations
Lurmen]Field E’:‘ |
Zocgle
—~ Keyboard shortc
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HOW 10 Ret! M eI AN IRE:

- 1) Electricity — Must be self-sufficient on zero-cJigsielg
energy or must build out energy assets equal to its
demand.

This is how we can regulate data centres in

- 2) Heat - Waste heat must be injected into a heat
network. If there isn’t one, they must build one.

- 3) Water - “Do no harm” - Water can only be taken E il —_— .
after residential needs are met and waste must treated = A 1 T TS LERAS | 2
on site and released in a potable state. ) - : '

Send your nev
- 4) Materials - The centre must abide by Circular
Economy principles, from the chips to the foundations
to the roof.

- 5) Social Costs - ALL “externalities” from pollution to
job displacement must be compensated for
(“community benefit” doesn’t cut it). Al owners must be
personally liable for crimes committed by “rogue Als”.
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SURFORTIGUNMONWEAL

WWW.CommonRWwealiscoty
crowdftincder
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